
10 Unforgettable Moments From Jayhawk
Basketball History
The University of Kansas' Jayhawk basketball team has a rich history filled with
memorable moments that have captivated fans over the years. From iconic
victories to incredible comebacks, the Jayhawks have given their dedicated
supporters numerous reasons to cheer. In this article, we present ten
unforgettable stories that highlight the greatness and passion surrounding
Kansas basketball.

1. The Miracle in Allen Fieldhouse

On January 3, 1994, the Jayhawks entered the second half down by 18 points
against the University of Tulsa. However, powered by an unstoppable offensive
display led by Jacques Vaughn and Adonis Jordan, Kansas made a remarkable
comeback, eventually winning the game 108-102 in an exhilarating game that will
forever be etched in Jayhawk history.

2. Wilt Chamberlain's Unforgettable Records

Wilt Chamberlain, a legendary Jayhawk, holds numerous records in basketball
history that still stand today. His 52 points in a single game against the
Northwestern Wildcats is considered one of the greatest individual performances
in college basketball and showcases Chamberlain's dominance during his time in
Kansas.
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3. Danny Manning and the 1988 NCAA Championship

In 1988, under the leadership of the iconic Danny Manning, the Jayhawks
achieved their most recent NCAA Championship victory. Manning's outstanding
performances throughout the tournament, including a memorable 31 points in the
final against the Oklahoma Sooners, secured Kansas the coveted title.

4. The Rivalry with Missouri

The rivalry between the Jayhawks and the Missouri Tigers is one of the most
intense and storied in college basketball. Their annual matchups, such as the
Border War, have provided fans with countless unforgettable moments and
heated contests both on and off the court.

5. The Rock Chalk Chant

The Rock Chalk Chant is a powerful and unwavering tradition that has echoed
throughout Allen Fieldhouse for decades. Its origins date back to the early 1880s
and the chant's energy has become synonymous with the Jayhawk basketball
culture. It is a memorable experience for every Kansas fan.

6. Mario's Miracle Shot in 2008
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The 2008 NCAA Championship game between Kansas and the Memphis Tigers
provided one of the most memorable finishes in tournament history. Down by
three points with only seconds to go, Mario Chalmers hit an incredible last-
second three-pointer to force overtime. Kansas eventually emerged victorious,
solidifying their place amongst the greatest teams in Jayhawk history.

7. The Unforgettable Win Over Duke in 1986

In 1986, the Jayhawks faced off against the Duke Blue Devils in the NCAA
Championship game. With the game tied and only seconds remaining, it was
Kansas' Pekka Markkanen who scored a clutch jumper to secure the victory and
etch his name into Jayhawk folklore.

8. The Inclusion of the Shot Clock

In 1985, the NCAA introduced the shot clock to college basketball, forever
changing the game. The Jayhawks' role in advocating for the implementation of
the shot clock showcased their commitment to innovation and their determination
to improve the sport.

9. The Phog Allen Legacy

Phog Allen is a name that Jayhawk fans are proud to associate with their
basketball program. Known as the "Father of Basketball Coaching," Allen's
contributions to Kansas basketball and the sport as a whole are immeasurable.
He coached the Jayhawks for 39 seasons, establishing a tradition of excellence
that still stands strong today.

10. The Enduring Support of Jayhawk Nation

Lastly, the enduring support of Jayhawk Nation is an unforgettable part of the
basketball program's story. The dedicated fans who pack Allen Fieldhouse during
each game and travel across the country to support their team have created a



sense of unity and pride that few other programs can match. Their unwavering
passion is a key ingredient in the Jayhawks' success.

The University of Kansas' Jayhawk basketball program has given fans countless
unforgettable stories throughout its storied history. From miraculous comebacks
to championship victories, the Jayhawks' legacy is rich with moments that
continue to inspire and captivate audiences around the world. These ten stories
serve as a testament to the greatness and allure of Jayhawk basketball, ensuring
its place amongst the most cherished programs in college basketball history.
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The night of April 4, 1988 will forever live in the hearts of fans of Jayhawks
basketball. On that night, the Jayhawks and their fans raucously celebrated the
team’s first national title since 1952. This game for the ages is one of 22 contests
joyously recalled in this reissue of Steve Buckner’s Game of My Life Kansas
Jayhawks.
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For fans of the Kansas Jayhawks, Game of My Life is a fabulous stroll down
memory lane in which several Jayhawks basketball legends detail the events that
culminated in the game of their lives. Players from the 1988 NCAA Championship
squad share their insights into the collective game of their lives, as well as the
defeat of rival Oklahoma in the national championship game. Former players
featured include Mark Turgeon, Drew Gooden, Steve Woodberry, Paul Pierce,
Nick Collison, Rex Walters, Mario Chalmers, and Kirk Hinrich, along with former
coach Larry Brown and many more legends.

Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to
publish a broad range of books for readers interested in sports—books about
baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball, hockey, or
soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team.

Whether you are a New York Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether
you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas Cowboys fan; whether you root
for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or Kansas
Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs,
Montreal Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not
every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on subjects that are sometimes
overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not otherwise
find a home.
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